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WILLIAM AND SARAH HUSKINSON GILES

Note by Anne R. MeDonald: I compiled this history from a group of histories ina
mimeographed form which my parents, J. Sylvan and Annie Rasbandg, had saved. They
contained histories of the Carlile, Giles, and Rasband families and might have been
prepared for a reunion. Much interesting information came from parts of the diary of
their son Thomas H. Since there were no names of persons preparing the histories, we
can't give credit, but we are grateful to them for their work. Some facts were taken from
the Wasatch County DUP book "How Beautifil Upon the Mountains.”

William Giles was born January 1, 1797 at Gunderson, Notfinghamshire,
England, near London. Little is known of his boyhood, but he became a brick and tile
mason, and spent much time tilling the ground.

His wife, Sarah Huskinson, was born at East Bridgeport, Nottinghamshire,
England, May 13, 1800. She was the daughter of Thomas and Mary Peck Huskinson.

William and Sarah were married about 1820. To them were born 10 children --
five boys and five girls. The boys were Thomas Huskinson, (married Elizabeth Susanna
Moore), George (married Mary Greenwood), John (married Elizabeth Anne Giles),
Frederick {married Hanna Roberts, third wife), and William (married Christiana Carlile).
The girls were Elizabeth (married Thomas Rasband), Ann (died at age seven), Mary
(married John Crook), Emily Ann (Emma, married James Carlile), Kezia {married
Charles Negus Carrofl}.

At the time of their marriage they moved to Calverton, England and remained
there several years. On May 11, 1833 the family moved to Strelley, Nott, England and
remained there for six and a half years. While there they had the sorrow of losing their
daughter Ann, who died at age seven, In1840 they moved to Boxholm, England where
they made their home for four years, then moved to Lincoln, Lincolnshire, England in
1844,

Five vears later while in Lincoln City they became interested in The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and were baptized. Their son Thomas H. telis of their
conversion and baptism in his diary’

"Iy the fall of 1849 my wife's sister Sarah Moore Goodwill came to Lincoln and
told us about the LDS Church and the Book of Mormon. We thought if very
strange. She left us the Book of Mormon, the Doctrine and Covenants, and The
Voice of Warning by Parley F. Part. We read them and were convinced of their
truthfulness. On December 22, 1849 my wife, my mother and myself went to
Hidi, England on a visit to Brother and Sister Goodwill so that we might have an
opportunity of learning more about this strange doctrine. Brother and Sister '
Goodwill preached Mormonism to us, and we weni (o & ineeting on Sumday,
December 23 where we heard Elder Berefi preach, after which we became
pretty well convinced of the truth. Mother, my wife, and [ were baprized that
afternoon, Dec. 23, 1849, My father had already been baptized on September 2,
1849 by Elder Joseph L. Taylor.”




Continuing Thomas' diary, we learn a little more about The Church in that area:

* ..The work of the Lord and the Gospel of Jesus went on preity well in Lincoin
uatil the spring of 1851 when it began to die out as a number who had been
baptized moved away. Father and Mother (Williom and Sarah) left Lincoln and
moved to Gringley in March of 1851 and I moved there in May 1851. About the
month of June I was called to preside over the Saints and we held one meeting o
week on Sunday afternoon. On Jan. 27, 1852 my brother Frederick, sister Emily
and my daughter Ann were baptized. On Feb. 3, 1853 | was ordained an Elder by
Brother William Grover. On April 18, 1853 I baptized several people among them
my sister Kezia, We were now holding three meetings a week.”

in 1852 William's and Sarah's daughter Elizabeth and husband Thomas Rasband
with their little daughter Emily had left for America. They too had been baptized. It was
with a sad heart that Sarah saw them leave, but she and William promised to follow later.
They made plans to leave later with the rest of their family and join Elizabeth and
Thomas in St. Louis.

Sarah and William were preparing to leave England to go to Utah when on March
21, 1854 a message was sent to William telling him and his family that they should be
ready to leave in 24 hours. The children were sent to Liverpool at once, but Sarah and
William remained at home a number of hours to take care of last-minute details.

Seven of their children met at Gringley about 5 a.m.. After getting together they
continued to Liverpool, arriving there about 1 p.m. This group included Thomas H. and
family, John and family, Fredrick, Mary, Emma (Emily), Kezia and William Jr. All of
William's and Sarah's family were there except Elizabeth and her family and George and
his family, both families having come to the United States earlier.

Fredrick and John went into town to buy supplies to take on their journey. When
they returned with the supplies the ship's captain ordered all aboard, for the ship would
sail in an hour. Many of the Saints told the captain that all members of their family had
not yet arrived. But the captain said, "This ship sails in one hour if there is only one sou!
aboard."

William and Sarah had not arrived, so their children took their baggage aboard,
The captain, being a man of his word, raised the gangplank in an hour. That night the
parents were not with them on the ship. The next evening, about sundown, a sailing
vessel was seen coming toward them. When it reached the big ship "Old England” there
were many happy hearts, for the vessel was carrying many of the saints who were left
behind, William and Sarah were with them.

Thomas' diary gives us good perspective of their feelings during this time:

"The Captain was then on board and said he would not wait if half the passengers
were on shore, and I found him to be a man of his word in that respect, for [ do
think that half the people who came over with us were on shore when the ship lefi
her moorings in the dock, but they got on board as the ship passed along the

dock, all except Father and Mother. My sister Kesig cried all gfierncon and |
believe I am not far wrong when [ say we were all more or less sad. [ believe all
iried (o carry the best side out and appear cheerfil About sunsef we saw a little



boat making for the ship that we were on, and to our joy Father and Mother were
in that boat and were put on board our ship."

Now that all were aboard the litfle vessel turned back to England, and the big ship
carrying William and Sarah and their family sailed toward Zion,

They arrived at New Orleans April 25, 1854, about 7 p.m., but stayed on the "Old
England" until Friday, April 28. Here the Giles family and many other saints boarded the
steamboat "St. Nicholas,” and sailed up the Mississippi River as far as the 5t. Louis
Quarantine Station, arriving there May 6.

Here they were examined by a doctor who found them all in good health.
However there were more passengers on the ship than the St. Louis Council would allow
to land, so the ship quarantined the passengers. William soon discovered it was only the
Saints who were quarantined. So the Giles family and all the Saints were put on an old
packet called the Flame-ball and told they must wash all clothing and other articles
before they could enter the city. They washed for two days.

On Thursday May 11 they took the packet for St. Louis where they armived safely.
On May 12 Sarah and William and family were allowed to enter St. Louis and were met
by their daughter Elizabeth and husband Thomas Rasband. What a time of rejoicing after
a long separation and a long trip! :

From St. Louis they traveled to Quiney, Iilinois where the Rasbands had been
living. Some members of the family remained in Quincy and found employment. Others
went to Burlington, lowa, where their son George and his family were living. Here the
remainder of the family found employment. {There is a contradiction in the histories and
"How Beautiful Upon the Mountains" as to whether George came eacly and settled in
Burlington, lowa or whether he came at the same time as his parents,)

For almost two years they remained around the vicinity of Quincy. In two years
the whole family of Sarah and William was again uniied when all members of their
family came to Burlington and made preparations to cross the plains to Utah.

It was on April 12, 1856 that they left Quincy, Ilinois and went up the river to
Burlington, fowa where they obtained wagons and oxen and loaded up with flour and the
necessities to make the long journey. Everything had been faithfully planned and they
spent two years preparing for their journey.

Some of the wagons were pulled by cows and they were muilked night and
morning. They reached Council Bluffs and on June 5, 1856 and began their journey to
Zion. The milk that was not consumed when first milked was put in buckets with iids on
and hung from the bottom of the wagon where the swinging of the wagon as they traveled
churned it inte butter and thus they had their butter and butter milk.

They traveled through all kinds of weather, over land where there was scarcely a
traif, and as far as the eye could see only sage brush, sleeping at night with no shelter,
only the stars above and the hard ground beneath. Some days they only covered 8 to 10
miles. These miles took their toll on the crude wagons and often the axle-trees were
broken and that necessitated a lay-over while they made repairs with the crude tools they
had, They forded streams and climbed hills always onward toward the west.

If one of the company had trouble the others were always at hand to help.
Sometimes some of the cattle gave out and a brother would go back and help 1t catch up.



Whenever they came to a town they would buy what they could fo replenish their stock.

Finally they reached Council Bluffs, Here they were instructed on their final
preparations for their journey. They traveled 300 miles from Burbngton and were 1,000
miles from Salt Lake City, Utah.

Six miles out of Council Bluffs they had to ferry across the Missouri River and
after traveling about a mile entered the city of Florence or Winter Quarters as if was
called. This was a city that had been inhabited by the Saints for about eight years as a
place to make the final preparations for the trip west. They had built about 1,000 houses
there, but when the Giles family arrived there were only about four houses left.

They remained there until June 5, 1856 when they began their journey westward
again. They had started out with 26 wagons but others joined them on the way and now
their number was 64. They traveled about 8 to 10 miles a day depending on the weather
and the troubles they had. It was not uncommon for a wheel to break and have to be fixed
before the wagon could be moved or an ox to become sick or give out.

While they did not meet with many Indians that gave them trouble there was
always the threat hanging over them. Naturally food became scarce and it was necessary
to hunt meat to help out. At one time they camped on what was called Buffalo Creek and
a large herd of buffalo stampeded their own cattle, but the men followed and brought
them back. The next morning they found that some of their cattle were still missing and
were never found.

They were now meeting trains of freipht wagons going back for supplies to carry
to California. On July 1, 1856 they camped 315 miles from Council Blufis, so they had
now traveled 615 miles. They were nearing Utah and the travel-weary people and
animals found it much harder to keep going. It also was necessary to go slower and help
each other more, Men who had been carrying their share of the heavy burdens of the trip
became sick and had to be carried in their wagon for several days. The last 47 days
seemed fo have been the hardest of them all and made traveling much slower.

They arrived in Salt Lake City on Saturday August 16, just four months and four
days after they left Quincy, Illinois. They didn't stay in Salt Lake City, but left on Monday
morning for Provo where they arrived Aug. 20, 1856 and where they began making
hemes and thought they were going to stay there.

It was customary for all to be re-baptized on their arrival in the valley of the
mountains so that a record of the event might be kept and entered on the Church records,
and this ardinance was attended io at once.

Wards had been organized and they became members of the same. There was no
time to be lost for they realized winter was coming on and as these men were hard
workers they went at their tasks willingly and were just getting seftled when they
received word that the Government was sending an army fo Utah to destroy or put down
Mormonism.

It seems strange that after all the Saints had suffered in the East at the hands of
wicked people and suffered mob violence without any protection from the Government
that they should be followed out into this desolate wildemess that had not been
considered a fit place for man to live, and still be persecuted. They had been driven from
their homes, their land and cities, their belongings confiscated and that was not enough.



A call was issued from President Brigham Young for a number of men from each
seftternent to go out on the plains and to iry to step the army. The call came on Oct. 9,
1856 for 150 men from Provo to join those from Salt Lake, and the men didn't hesitate.
Thomas Rasband, Thomas H. Giles and several of his brothers were among those who
were called. They spent all the forepart of the winter under Army regulations while the
families at home were left to care for themselves. Finally the trouble was settled and they
were allowed to refurn home. They reached Provo Dec.4, 1856 and found all well for
which they were very thankful.

Due to hardships and exposure Sarah, the wonderful mother of this close-knit
family, died on September 5, 1857 at the age of 57. She was buried in the Provo
Cemetery. Her children and posterity are a great monument to this dear woman who
taught her children so well, and raised a hardworking, responsible, loving family,

Two years later in the spring of 1859, William and all his family except John
came to the Heber Valiey to settle, and were among the families that spent the first
winter there in 1839, They made their permanent home there. John married Elizabeth
Giles and settled in Provo, and Kezia married Charles Carroll and moved to Orderville
after her maniage. The rest of the family spent the rest of their lives in Heber City. All
remained faithful fo the Church and fulfilled their places of trust in community affairs,

Note: In "How Beautiful Upon the Mountains® it says that Thomas Rasband
Charles N. Carroll, and Willliam Giles Jr. were among the group of 11 men who came [0
Provo Valley (Heber Valley) in the spring of 1859 and planted crops and built log
cabins. After getting the crops in, they returned to Prove. In June they returned to Heber
Valley with their families. Four more men with their families joined the group. Thomas
H. Giles and John Giles were two of them. Eighteen families stayed during the winter of
1859, Amang those were Thomas Rasband (Elizabeth),John Crook (Mary), and Charles
N. Carroll (Kezia). This information was taken from the journal of John Crook. By June
of 1860 there were over 200 people living in the valley. In one history it says Witliam
came to the Heber Valley in 1860 and probably the rest of the family came with im at
that time.

After Saral's death, William married Mary W. Day about 1859, Mary died on
December 3, 1874. William died just 10 days later. They are buried in the Heber
Cemetery. William was a very fine gentleman, quiet and unassuming, but one of those
steady, dependable men who was always to be found in the path of duty, ready and
willing to help in any enterprise for the good of his brethren and sisters.

For a picture of those first hard years in establishing their new home one would
have to read carefully the diary of Thomas H. Giles in which a day-by-day account was
given. Also the brief history of Thomas Rasband tells of the great struggle to subdue the
land and build up the country.

Few men have built a more beautiful monument to themselves than these sturdy
pioneers who founded Wasatch County and opened the way whereby their children and
their children's children for many generations to come might live in the present day
tuxuries and advantages.
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