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History of
John Griffiths
{Ploneer of 1658)

John Griffith wes born Julv 7, 1810, at Carnavenshire, Banger, North Wales
England. Hie wife, Margaret Griffiths, who had the seme surnesme, was born
fugust 25, 1810, also at Carnavanshire, Bangor, North Wales, England. THey
were married et 83t. John's Church, Liverpool, England., The witnesses were
Frapcis Griffiths and Thomas Holen.

John Griffiths end his wife Margaret, were beptized into the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latier-Day Seints, in the river Mercy, liverpeol Fngland, Janusry
%0, 1840, by Elder John Taylor, during his first mission to England. This
young couple wWere among the first Mormon converts in England.

Their children were as follows:
1. Thomas Griffiths, he was born September 22, 1834, in Liverpeol,
England. He came to Utah three yeers hefore the rest of the Griffiths
femily, %o prepare e home for them when they resched Utah., He was
twanty years old when he obtained work as 2 catile herder for the Church.
He went to Cerson City, Nevads, and wes heard of only once after that
time. 1t is not known whai became of him.

2. Williem Griffiths, he was born February 7, 1838 in liverpool, Eng-
land., He died in infanecwy.
~.8. John Griffiths, was born Bebruary 19, 1843, in Weolrich, England,
} and also died in infancy.
' B. Margaret Griffiths was born April 15, 1840, in liverpocl, England,
: 8hé mapried:Henry Clegg, August 14, 1857 in the Endowment
Y b House, Salt Lake City, Uteh, by President Brigham Young.
“ly, Julia Griffiths wes born Februﬂr? 19, 1843, inWoolrich, England
and died in infancy.
6. John Griffiths(There were two Johns in this femily aa the firat one
died in infaney ) wes born February 5, 1845, in Weolrich
England. He sterted for Uteh, but died while the femily
were crossing the plains, Oectober, 1856.
7+ Jane Elenor COriffiths was born Yarch &, 1848, in Weolrich, England,
She came to Uteh and married Alfred Fullmer.
8. Herbert lorenze Criffithes was born January 19, 1850, in Woolrich,
England.

The first part of their married life wee spent in liverpecl, Englend, but
ebout 184%, they seemed to have moved to Woolrich, Eaglend., Three of their
children died in infancy, so they knew sorrow as a young couple. Then in
later years the eldest son, Thomes,left and came to America before the rest
of the family to tulld & home here for the family when they too could come
to Zion. This was no doubt hard on his father es his wife died in Aupust
of 1853, Iater he married o second wife, Elizebeth Webb. She was bornst
Watford, Englend, in 1825.

John Griffiths wes & boiler malker by trade, He met the first four Mormon
Elders to arrive in london, Englend, They set him spsrt as an Elder and
sent bim out to preach the new CGospel, and so he organized many branches
of the Church, &nd performed & good labar.
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In 1856, John driffiths and his second wife, Elizabeth Webb, and the four
living children, Margaret inn, John, Herbert lorenzo and Jane Elencr, gt =
arted preparations to come to Utah. They eailed on the ghip, "Horizon",
and reached Poston, Massachusstts, June 28, 1856. They socn went on to
Florence, lowa, where hendcarts wers being built to be used by the Saints
in eressing the pleins. They waited for & month for the hendcarts to be
finished and then sterted on September 1, 1856, for Uteh. They were with
the i1lfated Hdwin Martin Hendcart Compeny, There had been much discuss-
ion about starting for Utah so late in the season, but the Saints were anw
xious to be on their way, and finelly decided to take = chance and hepe
that winter westher would be late in arriving. Perhaps no other group of
Seints suffered eg did this Compeny, end President Erigham Young wept as
he heard of their plight before they resched the Yalley of the Great Salt

Lale.

This family of Griffiths pulled handcaris zll the way, On October, 1856,
John, whe was twelve yeers old, died of cold and stervation., Two weeks
later, Herbert Lorenzo, seven vears old,died near Sweet Water River, Inde
pendance Roclk. This left just the two deughters, Margaret Ann and Jene
Elenor, apd their father, John Griffiths,aend the stepmother, Elilzabeth.
1+ took them the rest of October and through all of Hovember to cress the
plains. Snow came early, and they suffered with cold and hunger during
the trip. Still they plodded on, ag there was nothing else to do. They
willingly secrificed their homes, left relatives and friends in England to
come to & strange land for the Gospel's sake.

Finally John wes taken ill and had to ride in the provision wagen. OUne day,
feeling somewhat stronger, he attempted to welk. He was so wealk that he wes
not eble to keep up, so he took hold of the rod of the endgate of the last
wagon, When the teamster sew him, he hit John with his whip and the sick
men feel to the ground. He was too weak to get up. The handcarts were
shead, so Margeret did not know what haed happened to her Father until tthey
reached camp. That night, exhausted as she was, she went beck three miles
, but could not find her Father. In the meantime John Griffiths hed disco-
vered the tracks leading to another csmp and crawled on his haends and knees
in the deep snow to seel refuge, That night at eleven o'clock the men teook
him to his own divieion, and how relieved his family were to see him.

John Griffiths! Peiriarchal blessing said that he weuld remch Zion, which

he did. He was in Zion only one day when he died. He did not die of cold
and starvetion, he died of o broken heart, to think that his fellewman would
hit him with & cruel whip becsuse in his weskness he took hold of the end-
pate of the last wagon. He was grieved because he had to bury his twe young
sons out on the prarle, for the howling welves to devour, when they were so
close to thelr destination.

They arrived in Zion the last day of November 1856, in wagons sent by Frea.
Young to their aid. Although Priends took them into their homee and did
g2ll they could fer them, the father John Griffiths died. His T emple work
wes done by Thomes G. Clege, his grandsen, dJune 29, 1894, in the 3alt lske
Temple. This left the twe daughters snd his wife to make their own way.
Marcaret's feet were so frozen that she could not wall, but e kindly lady
by the name of Mras. Montegue, teck her home and & Mre Isable Horn tool Jane
to her home and cared for her.

" And God shall wipe away all iteers frem their eyes , and there shall be
no more death, neither sorrow, ner erylng, neither shall there be any more
pain."




