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History of Elizabeth Webb Griffiths Keddington
A WWantin Fandeant Company Pioneer

This history contains the following:

ONE: History submitted to DUP by Shairyl Austin Dearing , “A Keddington
History” as compiled by Kristine Keddington Latham.

TWO: Elizabeth Webb Griffiths Keddington, Pioneer of 1856, by Captain Hazel
Malin Black, Camp 10 of the DUP. (Account of Elizabeth Webb'’s experiences in
the Martin Handcart Company her arrival in Utah.)

Note: Elizabeth Webb Griffiths, was born 22 Feb 1826, Sandridge, Hertford,
England and died 8 Dec 1902, Salt Lake City, Utah. She was the second wife of
lohn Griffiths, father of Margaret Ann Griffiths Clegg and Jane Eleanor Griffiths
Fullmer. Margaret Ann Griffiths married Henry Clegg and resided most of her life
in Heber City, Utah being buried in the Heber City cemetery. Jane Eleanore
Griffiths married Almon Lyness (Linus) Fullmer and lived most of her life in Utah
and Idaho being buried in the Providence, Utah cemetery.

These two histories are compliments of the International Society of the Society of the Daughters of the Utah
Picneers. May not be reproduced for monetary gain. Offered here for private, family history collections - not for
publication.
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Biography of Elizabeth Webb i
(A member of the Martin Handcart Company) —

Wite of William Keddington

(From “A Keddington History”
Compiled by Kristine Keddington Latham - August 2003")

(History excerpts rearranged and edited by Shairyl Austin Dearing)

Elizabeth Webb was born in Sandridge, Hertford, England on 22 February, 1826. Elizabeth met John
Griffiths in England after his first wife, Margaret Griffiths (this was her maiden name also) died.

Elizabeth was a member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. And John was president of
the London Conference of the Church. On December 31, 1855 she married him. She was 29 years old.
Brother Griffiths was a widower with four children—two boys (John, b. 5 Feb 1845 and Herbert, b. 10 Jan
1851) and two girls (Margaret Ann, b. 15 Apr. 1840 and Jane Ellenor, b. 6 Mar 1848). His wife along
with five of their other children had died earlier in England.

Tt sounds as though this was a marriage of convenience. They both wanted to come to Utah. John
needed someone to take care of his children and Elizabeth knew this marriage would assure her passage
1o America and once there she could mingle more freely with the Saints and eventually reach the Salt
Lake Valley. So Elizabeth agreed to care for John's four children and they wed. Getting to the Salt Lake
Valley was an ambition of every member of the Church in England at that time. Her parents were very
much opposed to her coming to America.

The six members of the Griffiths family, (John, Elizabeth, and his children, Margaret Ann, John, Jane
Ellenor, and Herbert) left Liverpool in May 1856, After five weeks of iliness and privation they landed in
Boston. Following a short rest to recover from the hard ocean voyage the little group continued on to
Winter Quarters, Missouri. They found the Saints there preparing small handcarts on which to carry their
most cherished possessions across the plains to what is now Utah. This was the now famous Martin
Handcart Company, whose almost unspeakable suffering and privation during that terrible trek still brings
tears to eyes of all. The Griffiths family joined this devoted company.

Elizabeth’s daughter, Sarah Ann Webb Keddingten Austin, always rememberd the heart rendering
incident her mother told her of that journey on foot. How four ounces of flour per day was the allowance
for her family of four. The two sons of Brother Griffith died en route. One was buried in one grave with
ten others. Elizabeth could not stand the thought of the frozen earth falling on the little lad’s bare face.

So from her pitifully few cherished treasures from her far distant England she took a white nightgown.
This she pulled over the little frozen body like a sack.

When they arrived at the foot of Big Mountain the snow was packed to a depth of twenty feet. President
Brigham Young sent a rescue party to find the stranded company. A passage was dug through the snow
to help them pass and the few starving survivors were rescued.

John died the day after the little family arrived at the old fort on Pioneer Square. It was the last day of
November Sarah Austin’s mother told her that very few men lived to reach their destination, she seemed
to think that the women stood the hard march better.




In the book “Rescue of the 1856 Handcart Co.” page 40, it says:

Tt had soon become obvious that most of the immigrants could not care for themselves, so they
were taken into private homes in the city. Then within an hour, all the Martin company were
claimed or assigned to someone. In little Jane Griffith’s experience, (she was 8 yrs. old) “My
father and mother were taken to one place, my sister, Margaret age 16, and 1 each to another. 1
did not see my father again, he died the next day.”

On page 42 of the same book it says:

Jane Griffiths remembered staying first in one house three weeks, then being taken in by Brother
Mulliner, who had heard that she was to be sent to “the poor house in Prove” and had responded,
“Never as long as 1 have a home!” He carried her in a wheelbarrow to his house where she stayed
bedridden all winter. In March she walked again, though she had lost three toes on each foot at
the first joint.

In March she was taken to a friend of her late father. As she wrote: “he said he would keep me, 1
went there on my ninth birthday. Mother would carry me as far as she could, then put me down
in the snow and we would cry a while, then go on. I did not stay there long. They told me I
would have to hunt another home. 1 did not know where to go and I was on the woodpile crying
when Brother William Keddington came along and wanted to know what was the matter. When T
told him he said, “You come along with me and you shall have a piece of bread as long as [ have
one to break.” He afterward married my stepmother and I had a home with them as long as 1
wanted.

During this time, Elizabeth, the bereaved wife, sick and alone in a strange land, with no means of support,
was left to provide a living and shelter that winter not only for herself, but for the two daughters of her
late husband, John Griffiths, that had been taken away. The ambitious stepmother secured employment in
the “Salt Lake House”. The famous hotel was situated where the Tribune Building came to stand. Many
heard stories from parents and grandparents how the travel stained stage coaches would stop there with
people who were famous performers on the stage and held important positions in the nation.

Elizabeth, while visiting a family she had known in England by the name of Allred, met William
Keddington. The families were living in the 10" Ward of Salt Lake City. Elizabeth and William were
married in the Endowment House on September 13, 1857, 10 months after she arrived in the Valley.
Both girls lived with their stepmother unti] their marriage.

William Keddington’s first wife, Mary Ann Barnes Keddington, did not particularly care for polygamy
from what family members have said, though as William’s first wife Mary Ann would have been required
to give her permission before the marriage could take place.

The fall that Elizabeth married William Keddington was a time of fear and unrest. Johnston’s Army was
on the march to Utah to roust out the nest of treason thought to be among the Utah settlers. Elizabeth
joined the settlers in moving south of the city as the army neared Salt Lake. They went as far south as
Payson to await what would happen. William stayed in the city to guard their property and to burn the
buildings if the army invaded. Fortunately it ended peaceably.




On September 15, 1857, Governor Brigham Young issued a decree that forbade the entry of armed
forces into Utah, and he declared martial law. Brigham mobilized the local militia know as the Nauvoo
Legion. The Latter-day Saints had been driven from state to state and they weren’t going to go
anywhere without a fight this time.

Brigham Young sent a defensive group to Echo Canyon, east of Salt Lake to hold off'the troops. On
October 5, 1857, Lot Smith and his band of Mormons attacked and destroyed fifty-two wagons of U.S.
Army provisions, William and his nephew were part of the defending militia. Robert Warne Reeve, Jr.,
his nephew, recorded his experience in his journal:

[ was one of the first called to go out in the mountains to stop the soldiers in the fall of 1857. 1
was drawn into Lot Smith’s Company at Fort Bridger when General Wells talked to us as we
were drawn up in line ready for starting. Truly the Spirit of God was there, and I never heard him
talk better, and he blest us and told us not a hair of our heads should be hurt, and we should all
return safe if we would do as we were told. This was verified, with the exception of Orson
Arnold, who was shot through accident and carelessness as well and not taking care of their guns
as ordered.

Robert W. Reeve, Jr. added his own account of a different encounter with the fighting army that arrived:

We went to get our animals when shooting commenced by them. I was then behind with pack
mules. My horse got quite skittish, and 1 had to go quite a little ways before [ could get on him.
A bullet went whiz by me and struck in the brush a little to the right, doing no damage. Lot had
fell back to help us. I think there was from 30 to 40 shots fired at us doing no damage except to
graze a mare’s leg and make a hole through one man’s tall black hat. I do not think I was more
than 100 yards from them when the shooting commenced. They followed us no further.

Finally on November 3, 1857 Colonel Albert Sidney Johnston caught up with his army and pushed on to
Fort Bridger, known later as Camp Scott, and prepared to camp for winter.

William didn’t record his own adventure defending the city against the federal troops, but years later told
an artist (Avard Fairbanks) how he had been part of the deception.

The pioneers were not a large group, but they wanted the invaders to think otherwise. William
said the pioneers set piles of boulders along the walls of the canyon. When the army passed close
by the men set off landslides of rocks to tumble down the hillside into the narrow canyon road,
scattering the horses and frightening the mules. They also set up campfires along the hillsides
where the federal agents had to pass in their wagon. The newly appointed governor watched the
hills as he passed along with his driver. The men saw groups of militia surrounding a watch fire
burning along the canyon walls. Then later down the road they’d see other groups. What they
didn’t realize was that the slow moving wagon was outrun by William and his friends running
down the canyon to the next campfire. William said the new governor asked his driver, “How
many men do you have guarding this canyon?” He was told, “Well I'm sure it isn’t more than
50,000.” The agents were impressed not realizing that it was the same men they saw campfire
after campfire, It was a distance of over 50 miles the men ran and William said it was “an
exhausting endeavor.”
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Bugene Fairbanks, son of Avard Fairbanks, recorded William’s experience. He said there are still
boulders in piles along the canyon walls that can be spotted from the present-day freeway.

By March of 1858, Brigham Young decided not to resist federal authority and the army marched into Salt
Lake on June 26, 1858. Brigham Young was replaced as governor. Johnston’s army was received with
no further hostilities and they camped on the Jordan River before moving south to establish Camp Floyd.
Thy had found no insurrection against the United states, only a people who wanted peace and a place to
live.

William worked for the Church at the Salt Lake City Tithing Store. He also was a butcher. He had a
butcher shop at the mouth of Dry Canyon, which is close to where Fort Douglas was eventually built.
He also traveled in the Salt Lake area to family’s homes to slaughter animals. William also worked on
canals, roads, and general construction in the pioneer community.

Elizabeth kept her own residence and ran a small grocery store. Her maiden name appears on census
records. (There is a typed history to be obtained from the files of the Daughters of the Utah Pioneers.)
In connection to the article is a note written by a Captain of Camp 10, a Mrs. Hazel Malin Black. She
notes: Mrs. Elizabeth Keddington would have made a place for herself in this day when women are on
equal footing with men. In 1899 she built and operated one of the first grocery and dry good stores in
the community. It was adjacent to her home. The store for years was just south of the present site of the
Webster School. It is remembered for the high porch, which came out over the entire sidewalk.
Flizabeth was an officer in the 10™ Ward Relief Society in the early years of the LDS Ward.

William and Flizabeth had Phoebe, Elizabeth, William and Mariah (twins). Sarah Ann Webb Keddington
was their last child and the only one to live to be an adult. She married George Austin.

William’s and Elizabeth’s daughter, Sarah Austin, cared for both of her aging parents in her home. The
property where she had raised her family and was living on her 77 birthday, is where both her parents
passed away. Elizabeth died on December 8, 1902 at age 76. William died on December 25, 1918 at age
89. Both are buried in the Salt Lake City cemetery. Willtam's grave is marked with his first wife, Mary
Ann Barnes Keddington, and Elizabeth’s marker is nearby. William and Mary Ann’s original markers are
broken or missing, so a new marker was put close to where both are buried.

Elizabeth was the mother of four daughters and one son by her second husband, William Keddington .
Only Sarah Ann lived to adulthood. They were:

Phoebe Webb Keddington, born December 6, 1858, (died December 6 or 26, 1858)
Elizabeth Webb Keddington, born February 6, 1861, (died August 25, 1869)
Mariah Webb Keddington, born January 21, 1863 (died February 2, 1863)
William Webb Keddington, born January 21, 1863 (died February 3, 1863)
Sarah Ann Webb Keddington, born January 5, 1865 (died October 23 1944)
She married George Austin on September 27, 1888 in Salt Lake City, Salt Lake, Utah

G

Sarah, Elizabeth’s only surviving child, and George had ten children. Eight of the children lived to
adulthood and had families of their own.
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?}*x %1izabeth Heégﬁnborn in Saudridge, Lvgland on the 22nd of February, 18206,

wap the mother of Sarak Keddington Auetines She wes & wember of the JMorwon Church
and in 1855, December 31, she warried MuP driffith who was president of the London
Conforence of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. Brother Griffith was
s widower with four children--two boys and two girlse Elizabeth knew this marriage

25 would assure her passage Lo Awerica and ouce hers she could mingls mors freely with

5 {he Seints and eventumlly reasch the 5slt Lake Valley, the devoute ambition of every

Mormon in Englend at that time. Her parents were very much opposed to her coming

" to America, The eix members of the Griffith [awmily left Liverpool in May of 183¢,

after five weeks of 1llness and privation they landed at Boston. ter a short rest

to recover from the hard ocean voyage the little groups coutinued on to Winter Quariers
bt issouri. They found the Saints here preparing saall hand caris ov which to earry

Eiiﬁ their most cherished possessions across the plaine to what ls now Utah, uis was the
Cme now famous Martin Hang Cart Cowpang, whose almost unspeakable suf feping and priveiion
Guring that terrible treke, still brings tears to the eyes of alle. The Griffith

family joined this devobbe company. ' o

: Datl.Sareh Austin still remembers the heart rendering incideut her wmother told her
uwd of that journey on foct. How four oz. of flour was ths allowance for ‘her family of
four., The two sons of Brother Griffith died enroute. Ome was buried im one grave with
ten others, The stepmother could mnot stand the thought of the frozen earth falling

on the little lads bare face so [rom her pitifully few charished treapures from her far
distant England, she tock a white nightgown. This she pulled over the little frozen
body like n sack. When the foot of Lip Nountain was reached the wsnow Was packed to a
depth of twenty feet., A passags through wag shovelled for the few starving survivors
by the rescue party trat President Young had sent out .

Brother Griffith died the day after the little {amily arrived at the old Fort om
Pionser Squaré, it was the lzet day in November. Dan Augtin's mother tolé her, that
very few men lived 1o resch their destination, sbe seemed to think the women ehood the
nard march betier, '

The berieved wife, sick sud alone in a siraunge land was left to provide a living
and shelter that winter not only for herself but for the two duughters of BErother
Griffith., The ambitious stepmother secursd employment in the Salt Lake House, this
famous hotel was situated where the Tribube Building now stsnds. Many of us here ioday
nave heard from our parents or grandparents how the travel-stalned stage coaches would
atop here with people famous on the stage and in the nation as guesis. ‘

Both girls lived with their stepmother until their marrlage. While visiting &
family in the 10th Ward, whom she kaew in England, by the name of Allred, Sister
Sriffith met Wu. Keddington. They were married September 13; 1857. The Allred property
was bought and here the family wade their home compriged ths ten rods agjodrning the
Febster School on the south. Later ithe property that extended on down to what is now
5tk South wee bought from Bishop Hunter.

The fall Blizebeth Keddington was warried to Wm. was a time of fear and unrest.
Johneon's ermy was ou the maprch %o Utah. Mrs, Keddington jolned the Saints In the wove
south when the army neared the settlement she stopped al Payson. Her husband stayed
in the oity to guard properdy end to burn the bullding if the army invaded.

Five children were born to this cowle, four daughters and gne son, Sarab K.
Austin being the only child to live fo waturity. It was at her houwe, the property where
her parents made their home in the 10th Ward all their liveg and where Sarsh llves
today nearing her 7T7th Birthdey, thet both parents pasi away. Elizabeih Decewber 8,
1302, aged 76, and Wm. December 25, 1918, aged 89 years.
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Elizabeth would have made a place for herself in thid day when women are on
squal footing with men for in 1877 she bullt and operated cme of the first grocery
and 6ry goods stores in this community, adjzcent to her home this gtere for years
was just south of the presemt sight of the Webster schools T will remember the huge
norch which came oul over the sutire side walk,

Elizabeth Keddington was apn officer in the 10th Weard Helief Soclety in the
early yeare of this ward.




