CHRISTIANA CARLILE GILES

Christiana Carlile Giles, was born November 17, 1848, in Greasburg, Yorkshire, England. She
was a daughter of John Carlile and Elizabeth Williamson. John was baptized into the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in 1848.

On August 22, 1849, John and Elizabeth Williamson Carlile registered to leave England with
one of their three children, George; plus John’s father and mother and other family members,
which made a total of eleven. This, however, was only a registration, and they brought their
daughter, Christiana, with them. They were scheduled to sail from Liverpool, England, on
November 1, 1849, but actually sailed on November 10, 1849. They came on the sailing ship
“Zetland” and arrived in New Orleans on Christmas Day, December 25, 1849. They remained in
New Orleans until January 11, 1850; then they went up the Mississippt River to St. Louis,
remaining there two months, then moving to Council Bluffs, lowa where they made their home
for two years preparing for the journey to the West. Mary was born at Council Bluffs on

May 20, 1851.

They left Council Bluffs on June 15, 1852 and crossed the plains with the 1852 Henry Bryant
Manning Jolley Company. They artived in the Salt Lake Valley between the 9" and 15" of
September 1852, They came to Utah with a wagon which was drawn by a yoke of cows and
one oxen. Christiana told my mother, Anna Kezia Erickson Baxter,” “Well [ remember, my
chore was to give the churn dasher a dash or two at different times during the day as we traveled,
then at night mother would take the butter from the churn which we eny joyed very much on our

dry bread.”

They arrived in Provo in August 1852, then went to Palmyra, Utah County, from there John
moved his family to Spanish Fork, In the summer of 1853 the Walker Indian War broke out. .
After the first attack several small settlements were broken up, and the people sought refuge in
larger towns and forts. One day an Indian went to the Carlile home, where he found my great-
grandmother, then but a small child, alone, from his belt he drew a large knife and aimed at her
throat, Just then one of the neighbors, Mrs. Wells, screamed. He halted in his vicious atiempt
and turned to see who was interfering, which gave Christiana a chance to escape. After scolding
Mrs. Wells for her interference he strode off.

The family remained in the Spanish Fork area from the fall of 1854 to the spring of 1859.
During 1854 to 1856, the grasshoppers destroyed their crops. Food was so scarce they lived on
roots and what little grain they could glean from the fields. Her father, John, threshed the grain
with a stick and carried the wheat on his back to Springville to have it ground into flour. T
remember my mother saying how a neighbor bad given Grandma Giles a crust of bread and she
dropped it and a chicken grabbed it, and how she had chased the chicken trying to retrieve the
bread but didn’t succeed.

On April 30, 1859, John Carlile, along with James Carlile, George Carlile, Thomas Rasband,
John Crook, Charles N, Carroll, John Jordan, Henry Chatwin, Jesse Bond, William Giles, and
William Carpenter left Provo with three wagons and oxen for teams and came up Provo Canyon
into Heber Valley, which at that time was called Provo Valley or the Upper Provo Valley.?
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The tilling of the soil and the planting of crops was commenced. Some time after completion of
this task, John was low on provisions and was wanting to see his family and to check on his
parents who were living in Spanish Fork. After leaving his labors he began the trip, a distance of
some 37 miles, down a canyon that did not have a well-developed road, for this was the first year
that the Upper Valley had been visited with the intent of preparing the valley for a community.*

Upon leaving the valley early in the morning, so as to reach home and his family that night, he
began his journey down the canyon probably alone. About 7 to 10 miles into his trip he had to
cross the Provo River. This would have been in late spring; or during the high water period.
John had to cross the Provo River at some point on horseback in high fast moving water.
Between the struggling of his horse they became separated; and during this struggle, John was
kicked in the breast by his horse. The horse made it to the other side of the river and got out on
the bank and stood by the river. John, however, was not out of the water yet, but was hanging
onto some branches protruding into the water. Some people or a person per chance came along
and assisted in getting him out of the river. Tt is stated that with great difficulty he got back on
his horse and continued his journey down the canyon. °

On July 24, 1859, he had prepared his family: Elizabeth Williamson Carlile and children
(Christiana (10), Mary (8), John (3) and Emma {5 months) ) with all their belongs and started
their journey up Provo Canyon to Heber. (They had lost their oldest son, George, who had
drown just two vears earlier (19 April 1857) near Spanish Fork). The weather was stormy and
much of the way up the canyon it rained on them and their supplies, doing much damage to their
food supplies and making the traveling very uncomfortable. It was estimated that it would take
them 2 or 3 days to make this trip.

After reaching Heber, not much is known about the living conditions. All of this time John
must have been suffering from the injury to his chest and not getting any better. On

September 16, 1859, John Carlile, age 34, died from the injuries he received while crossing the
Provo River, He was the first person to be buried in the cemetery at Heber. Leaving a widow
and five small children, with winter coming. A sixty acre farm had been established that spring
and was left for this family to operate as best they could.

It is assumed that John’s brothers, James and George, and other settlers who had been arriving
during the summer of 1859, prepared a meager shelter for Elizabeth and her children. This
brave mother and her little ones struggled on and prospered equally as well as many others of the
little colony. Being left fatherless made it necessary for the older children to help keep the
family. Christiana spent time away from home caring for the sick and also did spinning for
other people as well as for herself.

On March 1, 1860, Christiana was baptized in Spring Creek, one of the sireams in the northwest
part of town. James Laird performed the ordinance of baptism and Charles N. Carroll confirmed
her. Although she had to walk home with her clothes frozen to her and sit by the fire to thaw
them out, she says, “T was never happier in my life than the day I was baptized, knowing that
from then on I was a member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.”
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At the age of nineteen she was married to William Giles on June 13, 1868, in the Endowment
House in Salt Lake City. To them were born thirteen children, six boys and seven girls, five of
whom died in infancy. In November of 1895 William became ill with pneumonia and died on
November 11, 1895, at the age of fifty-two. Christiana still had six children at home when he
died. From then on she acted as midwife for many years. She would go through snow and
sunshine to help those mothers who called for her. She helped bring many babies into the
world ®

After she had been married for four years a goiter appeared on her neck. Everything possible
was tried in an attempt to cure it. For 27 years it lingered, growing very hard and black and she
became very ill. The following account of her illness is given by herself:

“T had been in bed for two or three days when Patriarch Thomas Hicken was out
milking his cows and was inspired to come to my home and give me a blessing.
He got up from the cow he was milking and went into the house. His wife said to
him, “You aren’t through mitking yet, are you?” “No,” he said, ‘but I am so
inspired to go to Aunt Christy’s, she is very sick, so I will finish milking when 1
come back.” He came over and was brought to my room. He took my hand and
said, ‘I couldn’t finish milking because I was so inspired to come and give you a
blessing.” He gave me a wonderful blessing and left. As he proceeded through -
town he met Patriarch John Duke and told him of my iliness, so he came down to
my home and told the family that he just couldn’t go home without coming to see
Aunt Christy. He was invited to come into my room and I asked him if he would
also give me a blessing. He answered me by saying, “That is what I came for. It
was impossible for me to retire for the night without first coming to give you a
blessing.” So he biessed me. The following Sunday, “Uncle” Fred Giles called in
on his way to the High Councii “Circle Meeting” and [ asked him if he would
take my name fo the meeting so I could receive the benefit of the united faith and
prayers of the Priesthood. He said that he had come to ask permission to do just
that.

Immediately after he left T turmed as best I could, knelt in bed and dedicated my neck to
the Lord, and asked him to let me live to raise my children. I fell asleep 1 dreared I was
standing by the south side of my house and on my right side stood my husband, who had
passed away about four years earlier. I awoke with the impression that I had but a shortt
time to live, but again, I fell asleep and dreamed the very same thing and received a
different impression. This goiter was now as hard and as black as a stove. The following
morning my son, William, came into my room and I asked him, ‘Would you be surprised
if the goiter leaves my neck?” He said he would and then with conviction in my tone |
said, “Will, this goiter has already began to disappear.” Within a week after this
conversation 1 was healed, the goiter had vanished and with it all pain and swelling was
gone. 1 know it was through the power of God that I was healed and that has been a
strengthening power added to the testimony I already had and also to all who saw the
hand of God manifested.”
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Christiana was a faithful member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. On
September 16, 1888 she was chosen second counselor to Sister Katherine Forman, who was the
president of the Heber West Ward Relief Society. June 12, 1895 she was sclected as first
counselor to Sarah Cummings and served in that capacity until two years later when Sister
Cummings died and she was chosen president. She held this office until six years later when
Heber was divided into three wards.

Christina Carlile Giles was loved by all who knew her. She kept active until about a month
before she died. She was ninety-four years of age when she passed away on December 8, 1942
and the Tabernacle was filled to capacity for her services. She is buried in the Heber City
Cemetery. All her life she had been hospitable and always shared her home with others. She
was lovingly known throughout Heber City as “Aunt Christy™.
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